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Maundy Thursday
Order of Worship

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians  
around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Tonight as we worship, we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples. 
Through the sharing of this holy meal, we are formed into a new body in Christ, and 
we are transformed by the Spirit of God to share God’s light and life with the world.

*Lenten Confession
Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against 
sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the 
struggle to which we were called at baptism. Within the community of the church, God 
never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let 
us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great 
Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.

Most Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

Our God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of † Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy 
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

*Opening Song	 Our Father, We Have Wandered	 Hymn #606

1.  �Our Father, we have wandered and hidden from your face,  
In foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace.  
But now, in exile dwelling, we rise with fear and shame,  
As distant but compelling, we hear you call our name.
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2.  �And now at length discerning the evil that we do, 
Behold us, Lord, returning with hope and trust to you. 
In haste you come to meet us and home rejoicing bring, 
In gladness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring.

3.  �O Lord of all the living, both banished and restored, 
Compassionate, forgiving, and ever caring Lord, 
Grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease. 
Stretch out your hand in blessing, in pardon and in peace.

*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Hymn	 Lamb of God	 Hymn #336  

Your only Son, no sin to hide,
But you have sent him from your side,
To walk upon this guilty sod
And to become the Lamb of God.
		
Chorus:
O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,
I love the holy Lamb of God.
Oh wash me in your precious blood,
My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

Your gift of love we crucified.
We laughed and scorned him as he died.
The humble king we named a fraud
And sacrificed the Lamb of God.  (Chorus)

I was so lost I should have died,
But you have brought me to your side
to be led by your staff and rod
and to be called a lamb of God.  (Chorus)
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Prayer of the Day
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new 
commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in 
our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Gospel 	 John 13
Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end. The devil had already decided that Judas son of Simon Iscariot 
would betray Jesus. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up 
from supper, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are 
you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, 
but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, 
“Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who 
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you 
are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason 
he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, 
and had reclined again, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You 
call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have 
set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, 
slaves are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who 
sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. Now the Son of 
Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified 
in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I 
am with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and as I said to the Jews so now I 
say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’  I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Sermon	 Pastor Paul Lutter
	
Sermon Hymn	 What Wondrous Love Is This	 Hymn #666

verses 1, 3, 4

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul?

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;
to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
to God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing.

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing God’s love for me, 
and through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
and through eternity I’ll sing on.

*Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
	� who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

	 he descended to the dead. 
	 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
	 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
	 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
	�� the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
Amen.
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*Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering	 Thank you for your continued financial support.  
	 An offering plate can be found in the back of church as 
	 you leave worship. Or give online at www.trin.org/give.

Offertory Response	 Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am	 Hymn #814

Take, oh, take me as I am, summon out what I shall be,
Set your seal upon my heart and live in me. (repeat 2x)

Holy Communion

*Words of Institution

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
	 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread;  
	 and forgive us our trespasses 
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
	 and lead us not into temptation, 
	     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
	 and the glory forever and ever. 
	 Amen.

Distribution of Holy Communion

Hymn	 Eat This Bread	 Hymn #472 

Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
Come to me and never be hungry,
Eat this bread, drink this cup,
Trust in me and you will not thirst.
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Prayer after Communion
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us 
with the saving power of your suffering, death, and resurrection. 
May this sacrament of your body and blood so work in us 
that the fruits of your redemption will show forth in the way we live,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Stripping of the Altar

Following the post-communion prayer, the altar will be stripped. This symbolizes  
Christ stripped of his power and glory, standing at the hands of his captors. 

While the altar is being stripped, Psalm 22 will be read. 
We invite you to listen as though you were hearing the voice of Christ.

Please depart in silence.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS014200. Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright © 1989. CCLI License #1781157. One License #A-708777. 



. . . . . . .

Holy Week & Easter Worship Schedule

Good Friday, April 3
Worship  |  7:00 pm

Onsite & Online

Easter Sunday, April 5
Onsite Worship  |  9:00 & 10:30 am

Online Worship  |  9:00 am

The Trinity church office will be closed on Monday April 6.

513 Madison Street SE  |  Watertown, MN  55388
952-955-1891  | www.trin.org

Paul Lutter, Interim Pastor
Joy Rundell, Accompanist

Richard Murray, Lector


