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Giving Thanks
When I was in the Fifth Grade, I remember 
my excitement on the last day of class in 
November before the Thanksgiving break. 
In the last few minutes of the day before we 
went home, our teacher, Mrs. Neldner, went to 
the front of the room, and on the chalk board 
she wrote, THANKSGIVING. Then she turned 
around and said, “Now don’t forget, children. 
The word, “Thanksgiving” simply means, 

“Giving Thanks.” It was a lesson that was short, sweet, and almost TOO 
simple. But her message stuck with me after all these years and I’ve never 
forgotten it.

Sometimes in all the craziness of life, and especially in the recent upheaval 
during this time of Covid-19, it’s easy to focus on everything around us that 
distracts us from all the gifts that we have. Will you have a bed to sleep in 
tonight? Will you have a roof over your head? Do you know where your 
next meal is coming from? Do you have people in your life who care about 
you? If the answer is “yes” to any of those questions, then you are more 
blessed than many. It’s those very simple gifts that make life meaningful 
and complete.

During the month of November, I invite you to consider all the gifts you 
have in your life. In fact, write them down on a piece of paper, just one thing 
per day. At the end of the month you’ll have a list of thirty things that you 
can hang on your refrigerator as a reminder of all the blessings in your life. 
And if you don’t get a chance to do that, simply remember this reminder 
from my Fifth Grade teacher. “Thanksgiving” isn’t very complicated. It simply 
means, “Giving Thanks.”

~ God’s Peace, Pastor Engholm

the pastor
fromfrom
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Onsite
Sundays at 9:00 & 10:30 am

9:45 am Sunday School and Fellowship

Online
Sundays at 9:00 am

Wednesdays at 7:00 pm

AT TRINITY LUTHERAN?What’s Happening

Find Trinity’s online services on 
Facebook, YouTube and on our website

All Saints’ Sunday
Sunday, November 7

All Saints’ Day celebrates 
the baptized people of 
God, living and dead, who 
make up the body of Christ. 
On Sunday, November 7, 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
will celebrate our newest 

Saints—those baptized in the past year, as well 
as our departed Saints who have been called 
to be with the Lord in the past year. Saints are 
all of us—as Saints are simply forgiven sinners. 
Thus, we rejoice in the righteousness we all 
share through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Jacob’s

Greetings Trinity Family,
Things have been busy lately, 

very busy… I am sure you all 
know that feeling well. Did you 

know that our Youth Ministry season 
kicked off? In fact, we recently baked homemade 
rolls for our Sunshine Ministry team to deliver to 
some of our Trinity members. Our young adults 
learned the art of baking (and how pesky yeast can 
be) and made some delicious rolls. We continue to 
meet on most Wednesday nights and have more 
exciting things planned, including a youth-led event 
for the congregation during Advent. Watch for details 
about our upcoming outdoor, interactive Christmas 
event called “Journey to Bethlehem”. Hope you all 
have a great month and a Happy Thanksgiving!

Shalom, Jacob Ulland, Intern

Thanksgiving Worship
Sunday Morning, November 21

While we are still In the midst of ongoing 
uncertainty due to Covid-19, the clergy among the 
Watertown Area Churches have decided not to have 
all of the congregations gather together in one 
place at one time to celebrate Thanksgiving this 
year. Instead, we will be worshiping “together but 
apart” as our individual congregations unite around 
a common Thanksgiving theme. In light of that, 
Trinity’s Thanksgiving Celebration will take place 
during our normal worship times of 9:00 am and 
10:30 am on Sunday morning, November 21. Please 
join us for this time of gratitude and grace as we 
give thanks for all of God’s blessings.
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Thursday, November 18  |  10:00 am
Join Trinity’s OWLS (Older, Wiser Lutherans) Fellowship 
Group for a “Share a Treat” day. If you are able, bring 
your favorite individually wrapped, store bought treat 
to share with the group. All “older” and/or “wiser” 
Lutherans and friends are invited to attend.

This month our Sunday School series is called “Plate It”! 
Kids love to be in the kitchen. They may even love helping 
prepare something delicious! Having a plan or a recipe 
usually helps, too. Just like having a plan in the kitchen 
helps the meal we hope to enjoy, the stories of the Old 
Testament prophets are like a cookbook that helped 
people prepare for the Savior that God would send one 
day. Even though there’s no exact recipe, kids will find that 
they can prepare themselves for a loving relationship with 
God when they 1.) trust God, 2.) talk to God, 3.) listen 
to God, and 4.) leave the results to God. 

Sunday School is for kids ages 3 years old through 5th 
Grade and takes place on Sunday mornings between 
services from 9:45 - 10:30 am.

Holiday Food Basket Donations Needed
The Watertown Friends For Life Food Shelf will be 
distributing food baskets at curbside events this 
holiday season. The Thanksgiving give-away is 
scheduled for Wednesday, November 17. Please 
consider donating any of the items below for the 
Thanksgiving Food Baskets:

•  Turkey gravy can/jar/mix
•  Canned cranberries
•  Yams
•  Instant mashed potato packets

Looking ahead to Christmas.... the give-away is 
scheduled for Wednesday, December 15 and any of 
the following items would be helpful.  

•  Au gratin/scalloped boxed potatoes
•   Shelf stable holiday cookies/treats...examples: 

Little Debbie’s in the shape of Christmas Trees; 
other festive looking shelf stable treats.

Financial donations will be used to purchase pies, 
milk, and/or gift cards from Marketplace (to support 
meat voucher). Donated items can be dropped off 
at Trinity’s Donation Stations at the main parking 
lot entrance and in the back of the Worship Center. 
Thanks for your generosity during this holiday season.

Sunday School Family Advent Event
Sunday, November 28  |  9:45 - 10:30 am

On the first Sunday of Advent, our learners will take a 
break from “regular Sunday School” and can participate 
in a Family Advent Event in the Fellowship Hall! Parents 
and siblings are invited to attend this self guided craft and 
activity event to kick-off the Advent season.

A Kids Connection from 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator, Hannah Rosholt

ADVENT FAMILY EVENT
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Baptisms

Aria Soul Lopez
Daughter of Grace Nelson & Juan Lopez

Born June 22, 2021
Baptized October 10, 2021

Maren Jo McCain
Daughter of Andrew & Lindsay McCain

Born September 1, 2021
Baptized October 16, 2021

COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

FINANCIAL REPORT

About $37,916.67 is needed each 
month to meet the approved budget 
of $455,000.

General Fund summary 
September 2021 

Beginning balance 9/1/2021: 
    $ 16,183.12

General Fund income: $ 27,182.95
General Fund expenses: $ 34,130.57
Net balance (Sept.): -$   6,947.62

General Fund balance as of 
9/30/2021: $  9,235.50

Year-to date general fund EXPENSES 
exceed INCOME by $27,448.80.

Building Fund expenses:
Loan interest payment: $    865.12
Loan principal payment: $ 1,471.88
Add’l principal payment: $ 4,134.88

Mortgage loan balance:   
  $ 269,060.17

Cash Summary
Bremer: $ 55,317.37
(includes $2,783.70 for Sept. federal withholding 
and $11,955.78 in hail damage receipts)

Citizen’s Building Fund: $135,149.52

M/S/C   Jason Koets / Jodi Boylan / carried

PASTOR’S REPORT
Many of the changes to the services 
(9:00 am first service, online service, 
Sunday Leadership roles) appear to be 
successful. Even though the number 

of attendees at in-person service are 
lower than what they were two years 
ago, the numbers are higher than the 
national average of in-person services. 
Pastor Jeff is hoping that everyone will 
be able to attend the “Why Church?” 
event on Wednesday, October 27th at 
6:30 pm.

INTERN PASTOR’S REPORT
Jacob worked with the High School 
Youth Group on baking rolls and 
writing notes to be delivered to local 
recipients. 

OLD BUSINESS
•  Sunshine Ministry Update The team 

delivered bread and notes, made 
by the High School Youth Group to 
senior Trinity members.

NEW BUSINESS
Discussion on Property Committee 
Update: Jeff Neaton and Josh Gallus 
gave updates on upcoming property 
projects, including.
•  The new boiler is efficient, but 

creates different problems with the 
older piping system. The Property 
Committee is looking into installing 
a water filtration system to make the 
heating system work better without 
having to fix multiple leaks to the 
older piping.

•  The steeple is being inspected by a 
structural engineer and the Property 
Committee is coordinating with the 
insurance company and contractors 
to complete the work.

•  Plans are in place to replace the  
front steps.

October 19, 2021

Have You Remembered 
Trinity in Your Will?

Some people are able to 
continue to give to Trinity in 
death, as well as in life. Giving 
through your will helps to 
continue the 160-year tradition 
of ministry and mission at 
Trinity, continuing the legacy 
of your witness. With the 
advice of your attorney or  
tax adviser, the following 
language may be added to 
your will, trust, or codicil:  
“I bequeath X% of my estate 
to Trinity Lutheran Church, 
513 Madison Street SE, 
Watertown, MN 55388.”

Thank you for considering a 
lasting gift to Trinity Lutheran!



We continue to monitor the situation regarding the 
coronavirus in our midst. There are no new updates 
at this time, which means we will continue to follow 
our past patterns of keeping safety the number one 
priority for the congregation. Thank you for wearing 
facemasks as needed, keeping a safe distance from 
those around you, and monitoring your own health 
for the sake of yourself and others. 

We will continue to serve coffee and water after 
worship, but the Trinity leadership has made the 
decision not to offer group meals inside the church 
building at this time. This means we will not be 
holding Advent suppers on Wednesday evenings 
before worship, the Golden Agers Luncheon, an 
indoor Lucia Tea event or a reception with food 
following the Christmas Concert. Thank you for your 
ongoing diligence and support as we walk faithfully 
and safely together!

The financial generosity of this congregation over the past year and a half has been overwhelming! 
Your strong and steady giving has not only supported our day-to-day ministries, it has also continued to 
reduce the debt of our Building Fund from 1.2 million in 2015 to the current amount of about $265,000. 
Thank you for your past financial support!

As we look ahead to the coming year, please watch your mail for a request to share your giving intentions 
for 2022. By sharing your intentions with the church leadership, you will not only help us make plans 
for the coming year, but you will also help yourself live the generous life that God has called you to live. 
Thank you for sharing your giving intentions with us!

Thank you for all the ways you share your financial gifts with the church. Through your intentional giving, 
you truly make a difference in the life of this church and this community. Thank you!

In Christ,
The Trinity Stewardship Team

Giving Thanks for Healthy Financial Stewardship!

Teddy Bear Ministry
 
Trinity has Teddy Bears 
available for members to 
share with those who are 
going through especially 
difficult, even traumatic, 
situations. Bears can be given 
to all ages – to anyone who 
might be in need of a special “bear hug” during a difficult 
time. Request a Teddy Bear to give to someone who needs 
it today by contacting Cindy Essen at 612-816-3823 or 
email cessen@citlink.net.

ELCA Missionary Support
Trinity supports the missionary work of 
The Rev. Philip & Lou Marie Knutson and 
The Rev. Elisabeth Johnson with prayer 

and financial sponsorship. Support for our missionaries 
in Africa for one week is $20. We invite you to sign up 
on the calendars in the back of the sanctuary for a week 
of support. A gift supporting our missionaries is a great 
gift for a birthday or anniversary or a meaningful way to 
remember or honor a loved one.
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Holiday Poinsettias Sale
Order deadline is November 28
With Christmas comes the Trinity Youth Ministry 
Poinsettias Sale! Purchase a poinsettia to adorn our altar 
during our Christmas Eve services this year. Watch for an 
email with online order opportunities as well as paper 
order forms at Trinity’s Welcome Center coming soon.

Midweek Advent Worship
Wednesdays, December 1, 8, 15, 22
Worship at 7:00 pm ~ Onsite & Online
Join us for “Holden Evening Prayer” worship services as 
we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord. Please 
note, there will be no suppers served prior to the 
worship services this year.

Journey to Bethlehem Outdoor Event
Sunday, December 5  |  2:00 - 4:00 pm
Families of all ages are invited to drop by anytime during 
this interactive outdoor event for crafts, cookies, hot 
cocoa and the Christmas Story.

Christmas Blessings Adopt-a-Family
Help make Christmas a little brighter for local families in 
need. Watch for more details coming soon.

We are grateful that this Advent and Christmas seasons will look a little more familiar 
compared to last year, though there are still some adjustments and changes that we have 
made to our worship and events to keep everyone as safe as possible. Please take a look 
at what is coming up this Advent and Christmas at Trinity.

Saint Lucia Tea
Saturday, December 11  |  11:00 am - 12:30 pm
The Lucia Tea will be a Drive Thru event again this year. 
Stop by the Trinity parking lot to pick up your box of 
Lucia treats. We will also serve cookies, coffee and cider 
outdoors in the parking lot, weather permitting. More 
details about baking treats and donation opportunities 
coming soon.

Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 12  |  4:00 pm
Enjoy the sounds of Christmas with a concert featuring 
Trinity music groups and ensembles. This event will 
be in-person in the Worship Center. A recording of the 
concert will be available online by the following Tuesday.

Children’s Christmas Service
Sunday, December 19  |  10:30 am Service
A Sunday School Children’s Christmas Choir will lead 
worship at the second service this Sunday morning.

Christmas Eve Worship Schedule
Friday, December 24
Worship at 1:00, 3:00 & 5:00 pm
Online worship will be posted at Noon
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
Book Club 6:30 pm
AA Meeting 8 pm

Happy Birthday

Pam Olson
Gail Singsank

Gail Sommerfeld

2
Quilters 9 am
Kitchen Rsvd. 6 pm
Handbells 6:30 pm

Happy Birthday

James Hendricks

3
Blood Drive 1:00 pm
6-8 Confirm. 6:30 pm
Worship 7 pm (Online)
Youth Ministry 7 pm
Worship Choir 7 pm
Praise Band 8 pm

Happy Birthday

Courtnie Forcier
Curt Nelson

4 5

Happy Birthday

Cody Brabec
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7    ALL SAINTS’
Worship 9 am 
(Onsite & Online)
Fellowship 9:45 am
Sunday School 9:45 am
Worship 10:30 am
(Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Chloe & Jacob Matson

8  
Apostles 8:30 am
Priscilla Circle 2 pm
AA Meeting 8 pm

9  
Quilters 9 am
Handbells 6:30 pm

Happy Birthday

Allyson Thomson

10
6-8 Confirm. 6:30 pm
Worship 7 pm (Online)
Youth Ministry 7 pm
Worship Choir 7 pm
Praise Band 8 pm

Happy Birthday

Margaret Mueller

11
Finance Committee 
6:30 pm

Happy Birthday

William McCain

12

Happy Birthday

Deborah Anderson

13

Happy Birthday

Joy Bolea
Robin Durkin

Jean Whittaker

14  CHRIST THE 
KING SUNDAY

Worship 9 am 
(Onsite & Online)
Fellowship 9:45 am
Sunday School 9:45 am
Worship 10:30 am
(Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Bruce Wingert

15
AA Meeting 8 pm

Happy Birthday

Kari Brueggemeier
Shirley Hirsch

16
Quilters 9 am
Church Council Mtg.
6:30 pm

Happy Birthday

Lori Sieling

17
6-8 Confirm. 6:30 pm
Worship 7 pm (Online)
Youth Ministry 7 pm

Happy Birthday

Milo Rosholt
Kasen Schmidt

18
OWLS 10 am

Happy Birthday

Robyn Behrens
Rodney Domjahn

19 20

Happy Birthday

Reese Otto

21
Worship 9 am 
(Onsite & Online)
Fellowship 9:45 am
Sunday School 9:45 am
Worship 10:30 am
(Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Cate Drahos, Caleb Fails,
Casey Fails, Todd Leaf

22  
Apostles 8:30 am
AA Meeting 8 pm

Happy Birthday

Susan Jerde

23
Quilters 9 am

24  
No Confirmation
Worship 7 pm (Online)

25
THANKSGIVING DAY
Church Office Closed

Happy Birthday

Mike Empting
Jackson Hastings
Maxwell Hastings

26
Church Office Closed

Happy Birthday

Jeff Larson
Chad Semeja

Evan Singsank
Dana Vraspir

27

Happy Birthday

Penny Koets

28 FIRST SUNDAY
   OF ADVENT

Worship 9 am 
(Onsite & Online)
Fellowship 9:45 am
Advent Event 9:45 am
Worship 10:30 am
(Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Nikki Hunkins
Avery Olson

29
AA Meeting 8 pm

Happy Birthday

Adrian Eliason
Emily Roy

30
Quilters 9 am
Handbells 6:30 pm

Happy Birthday

Josh Oak
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SIGN UP FOR EMAIL  
UPDATES FROM TRINITY  
Stay up to date with what’s going 
on at Trinity Lutheran Church.  
Sign up for email updates to 
receive eNewsletters and other 
church-wide announcements. 
Subscribe to Email Updates on our 
website www.trin.org.

PicturesLast Month in

2021 Confirmation Class

Downtown Trick-or-Treat!

Baking Bread Together


