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FEBRUARY 2022

Worship Onsite
Sundays 9:00 & 10:30 am

Worship Online
Sundays 9:00 am

Wednesdays 7:00 pm

Our Bible readings on Sunday mornings for the 
coming year will all be coming from the Gospel 
of John, where we’ll be following the life of 
Jesus from his birth at Christmas to his death 
on Good Friday to his rising on Easter morning. 
In honor of the year 2022, here’s the reading 
from John 20:22:

Jesus breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.”

Apparently, it looks like the Year of 2022 will be the Year of the Spirit! But 
what exactly does that look like? That’s a hard question to answer, since the 
Spirit is just like the wind: “The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear 
the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. 
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:8)

So if this is truly going to be the Year of the Spirit, we might do well to 
follow the will of the Spirit wherever it leads, without trying to control its 
direction. Actually, it reminds me of this letter we received in the mail a few 
weeks ago. During the pandemic, we expanded our services to include not 
only “on-site” but also “online” gatherings, reaching people not just inside 
our building, but beyond our walls, too. It’s pretty clear who we reach 
inside the building – we can see them right there! But once the signal goes 
out, it’s hard to measure how the Spirit is at work… until we get a letter like 
this one:

Dear Trinity Lutheran Church,
I just wanted to let you know how much I have appreciated that you have 
continued your online Sunday morning services. I’ve tried to stay calm, but 
got disconnected from my world as I knew it, and haven’t been back to my 
church for services. Finding you online was a Godsend and I felt connected 
again! Well, anyway, I just wanted to send you a check for your church and 
continued God’s work. ~ Thank you so much, Paula B.

You just never know how our actions impact the lives of others, but there 
is no doubt that the Spirit of God is blowing where it will through the 
ministry of our church, touching more lives than we’ll ever know!

the pastor
fromfrom
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Annual Meeting Summary
January 30, 2022

 
The meeting was held both “on-site” in the Trinity 
Worship Center as well as “online” via Zoom. Trinity 
members gathered immediately after the second 
service to discuss the past year’s events as well as 
look ahead at the coming year. The Spending Plan 
for 2022 was passed and new members were elected 
to the Church Council as well as several committees.

Camp Sunday at Trinity
Sunday, February 6

There’s no better way to get through the cold, dark days 
of winter than to celebrate the great outdoors of God’s 
beautiful creation! Join us for “Camp Sunday” where we’ll 
join together in songs of prayer and praise in honor of all 
that God has made. 

Praise the Lord, sun and moon and shining stars! Praise 
the Lord, fire and hail and storm and snow! Praise the Lord 
mountains and hills and rivers and trees! Praise the Lord all 
living things! Praise the Lord! ~ Psalm 148

Jacob’s

Greetings Trinity Family,

This month I am finishing 
up a course on the Gospel  

of John, which is very timely as 
John is the Gospel of our lectionary this year.  
I have gained such insights and appreciation for 
this Gospel and look forward to sharing some 
of what I have gleaned during my upcoming 
sermons. John tells us of the abundant life 
poured out for us when Jesus turned water into 
wine, its incredible witness of the woman at 
the well, and so many others. It reminds me of 
the song “Jesus Happened”  by Baylor Wilson. 
The song begins with, “What happened to you?, 
I hear it all the time. They tell me something’s 
different, in my words and in my eyes… All that 
I can say is JESUS HAPPENED! In the blink of an 
eye, every part of my life was changed!” This is 
such a perfect statement. When we enter into 
relationship with Jesus and witness the miracles 
he performed in the Gospel of John, we know 
that our faith in Christ Jesus means life for us and 
we can proclaim JESUS HAPPENED and my life 
was CHANGED! We continue the journey in the 
Gospel of John each Sunday, see you then!

The most pressing item of business had to do with our 
current Capital Campaign. The contributions from this 
campaign are being used to pay down the mortgage 
as well as cover the cost of repairing the bell tower roof 
and the front steps on the south side of the building. 
Even though this campaign is coming to an end in 
May, we still need to pay off the mortgage as well as 
look to other projects that are on Trinity’s horizon, such 
as: bringing  the electrical panel up to code; repairing 
the church steeple that sits above the bell tower roof; 
repairing cracked stained glass windows; maintenance/
repairs on the roof and on the parking lot.
 
The meeting adjourned with words of thanks to the 
staff, council, committee members, and the praying of 
the Lord’s Prayer.
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It’s Opposite Day at Sunday School
Up is Down. Right is Left. Cold is Hot. That’s right, we’re 
celebrating opposite day this whole month (or should 
we say, not celebrating? This could get confusing!) 
This series will give kids a chance to talk about the 
counter-culture things Jesus said. It sounds impossible 
to believe that struggles bring us closer to Jesus or that 
our enemies can teach us about love. However, these 
beautiful opposites remind us that a God we can’t see is 
always with us and that it’s better to follow Jesus than 
our own instincts. Happy Opposite Day!

We continue to monitor the situation regarding 
the ongoing presence of Covid-19 in our midst. 
While we are hopeful that the number of cases will 
soon decrease, the number of cases in our area 
right now is very high. In light of that, we would 
like to make two adjustments to our current plan 
at Trinity:

•    We are asking our Worship Shepherds and 
Coffee Hosts to wear masks on Sunday 
mornings.

•   We STRONGLY ENCOURAGE EVERYONE to wear 
masks on Sunday mornings as well.

We will continue to keep other guidelines in place:

•   Offering plates are not being passed but are 
available at the doors.

•    Facemasks and hand sanitizer bottles are also 
available at the doors.

•   Encourage physical distancing as much as 
possible.

•   We are “Sharing the Peace” from a distance: 
Smiling, Waving, and Greeting.

•   Coffee is being served upstairs in the open 
space of the Gathering Hall upstairs rather than 
downstairs in the more closed space of the 
Fellowship Hall.

•   We continue to offer worship services online.
•   We continue to pray for courage, patience, and 

peace through the pandemic! 

Tool Kit for Congregational Lay Leaders
Online | Tuesdays and Thursdays in March

The ELCA Minneapolis Area Synod Tool Kit for lay leaders 
will be online this year. Workshops will be offered on 
engaging your community, cultivating generosity, 
leadership through challenges, and more! More details 
and a link to sign up can be found on Trinity’s website 
www.trin.org under the Events menu.

Trinity Sunday School is having an 
Underwear Drive in February! 

You read that correctly! We’re collecting new underwear 
of all sizes to donate to Central Lutheran Church’s 
“Free Store” in Minneapolis. This store is open every 
Monday to anyone who has unmet needs, and their 
current need is underwear! Sunday School families, and 
anyone from Trinity, are invited to bring in new packs 
of underwear from kids to adults sizes. Kids can bring 
donations to their Sunday School classroom, and others 
can drop donations in a special “Undie Bin” at our 
Donation Station at the main parking lot entrance. We 
hope to reach 100 packages of undies in February!

UNDERWEAR DRIVEUNDERWEAR DRIVE
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Baptism

Liam Hembroff
son of Adam & Denyalle Hembroff

born November 1, 2020
baptized January 30, 2022

Funeral

Norman Halvorson
April 20, 1931 - December 20, 2021

Memorial Service on
December 29, 2021

FINANCIAL REPORT

General Fund summary 
December 2021 

Beginning balance 12/1/2021: 
    $  5,680.89
General Fund income: $ 49,804.39
General Fund expenses: $ 42,452.61
Net balance (December): $ 13,032.67

General Fund balance as of 
12/31/2021: $  13,032.67

Year-to date general fund EXPENSES 
exceed INCOME by $23,651.63.

Building Fund expenses:
Loan interest payment: $      825.93
Loan principal payment: $    1,511.07
Add’l principal payment: $ 11,363.00

Mortgage loan balance:    $247,938.78

Cash Summary
Bremer: $ 60,851.27
(includes $2,847.08 for Dec. federal withholding 
and $11,270.78 in hail damage receipts)

Citizen’s Building Fund: $139,110.31

M/S/C   Jodi Boylan / Diane Holmes / carried

PASTOR’S REPORT

Pastor Jeff summarized the activities 
surrounding the Advent season, 
highlighting Confirmation Mentoring. 

MINISTRY REPORT
Covid Response Team Update:
The committee will not be requiring 
masks at this time, but will recommend 
posting signs encouraging the 
congregation to wear masks. Coffee 
servers and Worship Shepherds should 
be wearing masks when doing their 
duties before, during and after the 
service.

OLD BUSINESS

•   Property Improvement Projects 
Occasionally a toilet runs, which incurs 
higher water bills and the committee is 
investigating if something needs to be 
repaired.

•   Internship Committee Comments and 
suggestions were given about Jacob’s 
involvement during the church service. 
There was a discussion about “pastoral 
care” and what it includes, and how 
much Jacob has been involved in the 
different areas of pastoral care.

NEW BUSINESS

•   Affirmation of Carole Pearson’s 
appointment to the Audit Committee 
for a 3-year term.

•   Presentation of Financial Review by 
Mary Jech and Dan Sieling. This was 
a dress rehearsal for the meeting on 
Sunday, January 23.

COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
January 18, 2022

In memory of 

Gary Jorgensen
$20 ~ General Fund

Karilyn Johnson
   $865 ~ Karilyn Johnson 

Memorial Fund   

John Neaton
$50 ~ Capital Appeal    

Norbert Knott
$20 ~ General Fund

MEMORIALS



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
Quilters 9 am
Handbells 6:30 pm

Happy Birthday

Jacob Rowan
Henry Blakstad

Mary Gallus

2
6-8 Confirm. 6:30 pm
Worship 7 pm (Online)
Youth Ministry 7 pm
Worship Choir 7 pm
Praise Band 8 pm

Happy Birthday

Troy Hecksel

3

Happy Birthday

Terrance Johnson

4

Happy Birthday

Brandon Leaf

5

Happy Birthday

Eric Prigge

6  CAMP SUNDAY
Worship 9 am 
(Onsite & Online)
Fellowship 9:45 am
Sunday School 9:45 am
Worship 10:30 am
(Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Eleanor Rundell

7 
Book Club 6:30 pm
AA Meeting 8 pm

Happy Birthday

Nathan Ragner
Diane Jorgensen

8
Quilters 9 am
Handbells 6:30 pm

Happy Birthday

Courtney Matson

9
6-8 Confirm. 6:30 pm
Worship 7 pm (Online)
Youth Ministry 7 pm
Worship Choir 7 pm
Praise Band 8 pm

Happy Birthday

Leah Vraspir
Mark Huber

Joyce Harding

10
Finance Committee 
6:30 pm

Happy Birthday

John Diesman
Jackson Drahos
Shelly Becker

Jeffrey Engholm
Michael Paschke

11

Happy Birthday

Madelyn Vargo
Sean Bolea
Eric Scanlon

12

Happy Birthday

Susan Burke

13 
Worship 9 am 
(Onsite & Online)
Fellowship 9:45 am
Sunday School 9:45 am
Worship 10:30 am
(Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Ava Danielson
Hope Berscheit

14  
Apostles 8:30 am
Priscilla Circle 2 pm
AA Meeting 8 pm

Happy Birthday

Tucker Ritter
Adrienne Quinlan

15  
Quilters 9 am
Handbells 6:30 pm
Church Council Mtg.
6:30 pm

Happy Birthday

Scott Cassidy
Heather Berscheit

16
6-8 Confirm. 6:30 pm
Worship 7 pm (Online)
Youth Ministry 7 pm
Worship Choir 7 pm
Praise Band 8 pm

Happy Birthday

Brevin Williams
Braxton Williams

Lucas Matson

17

Happy Birthday

Fred Thomson

18 

Happy Birthday

Nathan Kirkman

19

20 
Worship 9 am 
(Onsite & Online)
Fellowship 9:45 am
Sunday School 9:45 am
Worship 10:30 am
(Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Audrey Ress
Theodore Rosholt
Carter Christensen

Kevin McCain

21
AA Meeting 8:00 pm

Happy Birthday

Ben Ragner
Alice Gersema
Elena Salonek

David Filek

22
Quilters 9 am
Handbells 6:30 pm
Church Council Mtg.
6:30 pm

Happy Birthday

Lois Hendricks
Nels Tuvey

23
6-8 Confirm. 6:30 pm
Worship 7 pm (Online)
Youth Ministry 7 pm
Worship Choir 7 pm
Praise Band 8 pm

Happy Birthday

Kaden Blackketter
Brielle Hirsch

EllaMae Neaton
Amanda Lohmann

24
Housekeepers 9 am

Happy Birthday

Randy Berhow
Debra Dummer

25 26

Happy Birthday

Mitchell Erickson

27  
Worship 9 am 
(Onsite & Online)
Fellowship 9:45 am
Sunday School 9:45 am
Worship 10:30 am
(Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Dave Durkin

28
Apostles 8:30 am
AA Meeting 8:00 pm

Happy Birthday

Kameron Tufte
Cecilia Sieling

William Brown

February 29

Happy Birthday

Ethan Thonn
Samuel Tronnes

February 2022WATERTOWN, MINNESOTA  |  www.trin.org

Please note that the Trinity OWLS 
(Older, Wiser Lutherans) Fellowship 
Group is taking a short winter break. 
Watch for OWLS events in upcoming 
issues of the Trinity Tidings.
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SIGN UP FOR EMAIL  
UPDATES FROM TRINITY  
Stay up to date with what’s going 
on at Trinity Lutheran Church.  
Sign up for email updates to 
receive eNewsletters and other 
church-wide announcements. 
Subscribe to Email Updates on our 
website www.trin.org.

www.newsletternewsletter.com

The first half of February seems dominated by pink and red, cards 
and candy. But people not in a loving romantic relationship can 
sometimes feel left out of the festivities. Of course, all people 
need love — and certainly love is not limited to the romantic kind. 
Author Leo Buscaglia, who became known as “Dr. Love” for writing 
about the topic, said, “Too often we underestimate the power of a 
touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment 
or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn 
a life around.”

Jesus taught that loving one another is second only in importance 
to loving God (Matthew 22:37-40), and that when we love one 
another, God lives in us (1 John 4:12). There are so many ways to do 
that — beyond candy hearts and roses. You can shine God’s light 
with a smile and a word of kindness with those you meet each day!

Beyond Candy Hearts and Roses


